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Dear Friends,

Dr. Pankaj Sharma
Ambassador of India to Mexico

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi named the 75th year of independence as Amrit Mahotsav
with an ambitious target of giving impetus to India's development journey and to realize the dream of a
New India. The Government of India has made 75 years of Independence a unique landmark in the
march of our great nation and has come up with new initiatives, programs and competitions to give
shape to the various schemes for the future leading to 2047 when India celebrates the centenary of
independence. Hon'ble President Smt. Droupadi Murmu noted on the occasion that Gender inequalities
are reducing and women are breaking many glass ceilings. Women have made a mark in the Panchayati
Raj system too. Our daughters made us proud in the recent Common Wealth Games (CWG) as well.
They are becoming fighter pilots and space scientists.
In this restless journey, India is determined to set new standards of self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat).
This development journey is already leaving a mark as a rich and glorious legacy for tomorrow's New
India. We are proud that many fellow Indians have already registered in the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
initiative. Be it in India or abroad, we should always carry the pride for our nation and our freedom
fighters who have given us this precious freedom. In this regards, I urge every Indian to join the 'Har
Ghar Tiranga' movement and hoist our national flag at your home from 13-15th August 2022.
I would also like to congratulate our Indian sportspersons and athletes who have shown an exemplary
performance at the Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham. Their sheer hard work and dedication
is a lesson for everyone of us that Dreams are not impossible to achieve. We continue to make progress
on various fronts for strengthening India-Mexico relations.
I look forward to meeting you at the 76th Independence Day celebrations on August 15th at the
Embassy of India.
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Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri. Narendra Modi
Highlights from 'Mann Ki Baat'
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Tweets of the Month
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India Corner
Hon'ble Smt. Droupadi Murmu is India's 15th President, first leader
from tribal community in office

Born in 1958 in Baidaposi village of Mayurbhanj district in Odisha state of India, Smt. Murmu
belongs to the Santhal community, one of India's largest tribal groups. Daughter of a village
council chief, she studied at the Ramadevi Women's College in the Odisha state capital,
Bhubaneswar.
Beginning her career as a clerk for the Odisha government, Ms Murmu served as a junior
assistant in the irrigation and energy department from 1979-1983.
After she quit her job in Bhubaneswar and returned to Rairangpur to take care of her family at
the insistence of her mother-in-law, she took up a job as a teacher at the Sri Aurobindo Integral
School. Her political career began in 1997 when she was elected as a councillor in the local polls
in Rairangpur. She was often seen personally supervising sanitation work in the town, standing
in the sun as drains were cleaned and garbage cleared.
She was elected to the state assembly twice - in 2000 and in 2009 - from the Rairangpur seat. She
was appointed as the first female governor of the state of Jharkhand. She held the position for
six years until July 2021. Smt. Murmu won appreciation during her tenure for keeping the
governor's office open to people from all walks of life.
She is first leader from tribal community and second woman to become the President of India.
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A heartfelt tribute by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi for
Former Prime Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe

Political Connect

Hon'ble External Affairs Minister of India Dr. S.
Jaishankar held a meeting with Hon'ble Foreign
Minister of Mexico H.E. Mr. Marcelo Ebrard on
the sidelines of G20 Foreign Minister's Meeting.
Their discussions focused upon expanded
cooperation
in
space,
agriculture,
pharmaceuticals, innovation and growing trade
between India and Mexico.
India & Mexico coordination in multilateral
forums including G20 remains strong.
(07 July 2022)

Glimpses of a recent meeting between Hon'ble
Minister of Agriculture of Mexico H.E. Dr.
Victor Villalobos & Ambassador Pankaj
Sharma.
They discussed challenges & opportunities in
agricultural sector; proposals & possibilities of
greater investments; sharing of technology;
academic collaborations etc.
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Ambassador Pankaj Sharma called on Shri Kiren
Rijiju, Hon'ble Minister of Law & Justice, & briefed
him on the strong relations between India & Mexico.
Hon'ble Minister fondly recalled his visit to México &
assured support in further strengthening ties &
building collaborations in multifaceted dimensions.
(11 July 2022)

Ambassador Pankaj Sharma had a meeting
with Shri Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary & Dr.
Manoj Nesari, Advisor at Ministry of AYUSH,
in New Delhi.
They discussed the continuing collaborations in
traditional medicine & Ayurveda with Mexico
& the ways of enhancing this cooperation.
(12 July 2022)

Ambassador Pankaj Sharma delivered a talk on
India's Interest in Disarmament and International
Security and India-Mexico Relations at Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis.
Ambassador Sujan Chinoy currently DG of IDSA,
and former Ambassador to Mexico, chaired the
session. It was followed by a lively interactive session.
(16 July 2022)
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Ambassador Pankaj Shamra met with the ViceChancellor Professor Murlimanohar Pathak &
Professor Parmanand Bhardwaj at Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Sanskrit University.
Discussed possibilities of academic collaboration &
promotion of Sanskrit in México through Universidad
Autonoma del Estado de Hidalgo. (20 July 2022)

Ambassador Pankaj Sharma met with the Hon'ble
Minister of Education,Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra Pradhan.
They discussed the possibilities of collaboration in
higher education between India, Mexico,
Honduras & USA with Purdue University led by
Professor Alok Chaturvedi. (26 July 2022)

Glimpses from when the Ambassador of India to México, Dr.Pankaj Sharma & the Ambassador
of México to India Mr. Federico Salas met & strengthened the bond of friendship.
They discussed enhancing trade, collaborations in academics, ayurveda, parliamentary ties, G20
etc to consolidate bilateral relations. (27 July 2022)
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Ambassador Pankaj Sharma held a meeting with Dr. Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary & Dr. Manoj
Nesari, Adviser, Ministry of AYUSH; Professor Murlimanohar Pathak, Vice Chancellor and
Professor B.L.Sharma from Lal Bahadur Shastri National Sanskrit University & Prof Alok
Chaturvedi from Purdue University, USA.
Discussions focussed on adopting an integrated approach to promoting Ayurveda, Sanskrit and
Yoga , both nationally and globally. (28 July 2022)
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Government of India gifts 10000 doses of
Astrazeneca vaccines to Belize

The Government of India has gifted 10,000 doses of AstraZeneca’s COVISHIELD vaccines
made in India by Serum Institute of India, to Belize. The consignment arrived on afternoon of
27th July, 2022 at the Belize City International Airport.
Officials from Ministry of Health & Wellness and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize were
present to collect the vaccines. Honorary Consul of India in Belize Mr. Arun Hotchandani
coordinated with the Belizean officials to ensure smooth delivery of vaccines. The donation of
10,000 doses of Astrazeneca vaccines is part of the ongoing efforts of the Government of India
under #Vaccine #Maitri programme to supply Covid vaccines to partner countries all over the
world including in Latin America region.
The Belizean Government expressed their gratitude to the Government and the People of
India, and in particular to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, for the donation of
the vaccines through a official press release. The Health Minister in the same vein reiterated
the scarce supply of vaccines and thanked India for the timely gift. This is second direct
donation of vaccines that India has provided to Belize.
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ECHOES OF GURUDEV TAGORE IN MEXICO- Cultural & Literary Outreach
Rabindranath Tagore was born on 7th May 1861. He was a great Indian polymath-poet,
painter, philosopher, social reformer, playwright as well as composer. Rabindranath was mostly
known for his poetry as he had written many novels, short stories, dramas, essays, travelogues, and
thousands of songs. The rhythmic, optimistic, and lyrical nature which was mostly borrowed from
the real-life of the people, was frequently noted.
Tagore’s aesthetics represented an inspiration for the literary profession in Mexico. This was
expressed in Vasconcelos’s essay Indology, written in 1926. This is an example of how Tagore’s
voice became a guide for the literary profession at that time. Tagore offered inspiration and
literary guidance to Mexican writers, poets and philosophers. Moreover, Mexican scholars of the
humanities in the first two decades of the twentieth century considered the Bengali poet’s
literature as part of a global tradition where the voices of Asia and the Mesoamerican cultures
spoke out in harmony.
Here I present some responses from the Mexican community to Tagore’s Nobel Prize,
especially by Vasconcelos and Octavio Paz (1914-1998). By surveying Tagore’s reception in Mexico
we can see how it is still valid and what The Atheneum of Youth founded in 1909 was a Mexican
cultural, literary, philosophical and humanistic movement of the first quarter of the twentieth
century did by leaving its footprints on time. Its intellectual activity drew the attention of the
country as well as of various similar Latin American literary circles. At the heart of this movement
was a discussion not only of European literature and philosophy but also of the Eastern traditions,
particularly of Tagore’s literature. The central problem was the access to his rich Bengali work
but intellectuals like Vasconcelos brought about respect and recognition for India’s literary and
philosophical traditions. It was at that moment that the admiration for the Indian poet grew, along
with Vasconcelos’s re-reading of Indian texts that he shared with various Latin American writers.
All this allowed Tagore’s works to become a port of entry for South Asian culture.
The dissemination, impact and responses to Tagore’s work increased in national importance
when José Vasconcelos returned from exile to Mexico to occupy two strategic posts from 1920 to
1924. He was the Rector of the National University of Mexico and the head of the Ministry of
Public Education. It was then that he distributed editions of Tagore’s Nationalism, The Crescent
Moon, Personality and Sadhana in Mexico along with works by authors like Tolstoy and Plato. In
2011, Vasconcelos’s classic collection was reprinted in a historical context where reading classics
becomes a habit again in the chiaroscuro of Mexican intellectual forays.

After Tagore’s visits to Argentina, Vasconcelos always believed that Mexico should receive
Tagore. Indeed, Tagore never visited Mexico, but this does not minimize the impact of his
thought and literature. After Vasconcelos, the impact and response to Tagore’s works broadened
and, in the 1960’s, they occupied a literary and poetic position that acted as a bridge between
Mexico and India. The main protagonist in constructing this bridge was Octavio Paz. Paz, the
Nobel Laureate of literature in 1990, recognized Tagore’s work as a bridge between India’s
literary, philosophical, humanistic, and religious traditions and the world. Literary works
provided in translations circulating in Mexico made Tagore’s work relevant for all time.
Tagore’s philosophy of education stresses the place of poetry, music as opposed to presentday education. Today, the humanities are allowed to be pushed into the background by various
educational reforms. Martha Nussbaum's book 'Not for profit: Why democracy needs the
Humanities' refers to Tagore as a defender of the humanities and art to promote a critical,
humanistic and creative education. In 1964, the Centro de Estudios de Asia y África (CEAA) was
founded as a specialized Centre of Studies at El Colegio de México, COLMEX, a prestigious
research center focused on social sciences, where the study and research of Asian languages is
part of the of postgraduate programmes in Asian Studies. Over the 1960`s various projects of
UNESCO focused on East-West relationship; one of these was the creation of this center in
Mexico. Since its foundation it nurtured a high interest in philosophy, literature, history,
religions, and even more in the study of classic and modern Asian languages. The study of
Sanskrit, Hindi and Bengali by Ph.D. students, became the basis of a major project of translation
from Asian languages into Spanish. This is the scenario from which some translations of Tagore’s
works from Hindi versions into Spanish have been published at Mexico. A recent example of this
is the translation into Spanish of Kabuliwala in 2009.
Much more could be done by the present day scholars in popularizing thinkers and
philosophers like Tagore and reviving the Chair at COLMEX on Indian Studies, International
Relations could go a long way in bringing Tagore to the present day Mexico. That would be the
greatest service what the Gurudev Tagore Indian Cultural Centre, GTICC, Embassy of India,
Mexico City could do.

Dr ShriMati Das
FS & Director- GTICC
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India’s March Towards Aatmanirbharta
- Amb. (Dr.) Mohan Kumar
It was in May 2020 that Indian Prime Minister Modi made a clarion call for a Bharat that
was “Aatmanirbhar”. It is important to clarify what this meant and what it did not. While a
rough translation of the word is no doubt “self-reliant”, it is nevertheless not the kind of selfreliance that India arguably believed and practiced in the early years of its independence up until
the seventies and eighties. It is easy to state what it is not. It is certainly not autarchy; it is
certainly not inward-looking; and it is most certainly not stopping imports and making every
product at home. It may be more prudent to think of “Aatmanirbharta” as Self-Reliance 2.0.
In this framework of Self-Reliance 2.0, the PM clarified that rather than be self-centred,
India will open up even more to the world outside, guided by its motto: Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, or our Earth is just one family. PM Modi went on to say that Aatmanirbharta will
stand on five pillars: economy, infrastructure, technology, demography and demand. PM
explained the raison d’être of Aatmanirbharta by saying that this should prepare India for
participation in global supply chains and that this is a battle India cannot afford to lose.
There is little doubt that the global pandemic i.e. COVID-19, played a significant role in
India’s push for Self-Reliance 2.0. Take the simple example of PPE (Personal Protective
Equipment) and N-95 masks. At the beginning of the pandemic, India was not making any N-95
masks. Today, India manufactures at least 200,000 N-95 masks a day, if not more. Even more
impressive is India’s own record of vaccinating its mammoth population. In 2020 when COVID
emerged, almost no one believed India could ever fully vaccinate its population and that such an
exercise would take years and years. Yet, in July 2022, about 18 months the first vaccination
began, India completed 2 billion doses of vaccines for its citizens. The story of how this was
achieved is worthy of a case study which will cover vital issues such as public-private
partnership, centre-state cooperation and not to mention building awareness among citizens and
getting their participation willingly in this exercise. Indeed, the WHO and others have praised
India and the best practices here will be emulated the world over. Proving that Self-Reliance 2.0
is not just for Indians, India also exported a large number of vaccines and PPE countries all over
the world. The latest statistics from the MEA website talks of 240 million (approx) vaccines
which have been delivered to 101 countries, of which there are developed, developing and leastdeveloped countries.
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The story of India being the pharmacy of the world is too well known to bear any repetition here.
All of this is real “aatmanirbharta” at work.
The COWIN platform that India used for distributing vaccines to its mammoth
population was remarkable. COWIN is essentially a cloud-based IT solution for planning,
implementing, monitoring and evaluating COVID vaccination in India. By July 2021, India
decided to make this open platform available to all countries for their use. In the COWIN global
conclave organized in July 2021, as many as 142 countries in the world expressed interest in
adopting this platform. Again, this is Aatmanirbharta at work.
The war in Ukraine has had a profound impact not just in Europe, but more importantly
for developing and least-developed countries. Specifically, the war has impacted food, energy and
commodity prices adversely. Wheat shortage in particular, is expected to affect Africa and the
Middle-East quite significantly. At a time like this, it is comforting to know that India’s position
when it comes to food security for its huge population is satisfactory. This is yet another
manifestation of Self-Reliance 2.0. Indeed, not only was India able to give away food-grains and
lentils to 800 million of its citizens as part of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, India was
also able to carry out modest exports of food-grains to low income countries that needed it. Again,
Aatmanirbharta at work.
Yet another amazing success story of Aatmanirbharta is the case of Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) which is a government-backed centralized digital payment gateway, widely
popular in India. To understand the significance of UPI, consider this: India accounted for the
largest number of worldwide digital transactions in 2021 at a whopping 48 billion, a number that
is nearly three times bigger than China’s (18 billion) and is at least six times bigger than the
transactions of US, Canada, UK, France and Germany combined. Voices in the US are saying
that we must learn from India which is leapfrogging into the future. Again, Aatmanirbharta at
work.
The above is not to suggest that everything is rosy. India faces monumental challenges with
regard to eradication of poverty, job creation and investment in health/education/skills of its vast
population. But the lessons are clear: India is sui generis and it is only an “Indian” model that will
work for India and Indians. Hence, the capital importance of Aatmanirbharta. After all, as we
have seen above, ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ is not just good for India but also for the world at large.
***
[Ambassador (Dr.) Mohan Kumar is a former Indian Ambassador and a full time academic now.]
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Commercial Connect

Ambassador Pankaj Sharma & Second Secretary (E&C) Vallari Gaikwad participated in a
video conference between Delhi's MCD Commissioner Mr. Gyanesh Bharti & Hoskinson
Group's President Jay Culberth & DG Gustavo Solórzano facilitated by FICCI India's DDG Mr.
Manish Singhal & Head of LAC Division Mr. Imran Khan.
Discussed the problem of urban solid waste management in Delhi & the possible collaboration &
investment by Hoskinson Group & their technology in converting solid waste to clean electrical
energy. (07 July 2022)
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Month of Champions!
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Business In Focus

Mr. C.M Dabral and his wife Mrs. Renu Dabral own the Royal India Restaurant and Anjli Indian
clothing stores in Mexico City. They descend from the north of India and arrived in Mexico in 1999.
They started a textile business and opened five stores of clothing imported from India under the
brand “ANJLI”. Both felt the need of authentic and invigorating flavours from India which got
them to enter hospitality industry and laid the foundation of ROYAL INDIA restaurant. On
December 15, 2018, ROYAL INDIA was official inaugurated.
Since then, ROYAL INDIA has been providing exquisite and delicious cuisines to all. The pandemic
did not prevent them from moving ahead with the home delivery service. It is a proud moment that
they are regarded as one of the best restaurants among top 100 restaurants in CDMX, in “MARCO
BETETA” magazine, result of collective effort of the staff of Royal India who are working each day
to improve the taste and create exotic dishes to bring some variety on the table for its customers.
The food is made with natural and authentic products under hygienic conditions, fit for
consumption. Likewise, their restaurant takes forward the legacy of Indian restaurants where its
customers feel homely and served with utmost love. The concept of their decorative interiors is to
obtain a vision of the tradition of India in this country that has warmly welcomed them. They feel
very grateful for the opportunities that Mexico has given them.
Address: Av. Homero 1500, local 2, Polanco. Between street Sófocles and street Plineo, Miguel
Hidalgo, C.P. 11550,
CDMX www.royalindia.com.mx
Tel: 5543684858
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Consular, Culture and Diaspora Connect

Cultural activities at EoI- Gurudev Tagore Indian Cultural
Centre were video graphed for telecast on television in
Mexico on a popular show called Puro Barrio hosted by
Ms. Fernanda Tapia and her crew.

A great evening of Cultural presentation of Indian Classical music and recital from maestros of
Indian performing art in Mexico. Tabla by maestro Pandit Samir Chatterjee, voice recital by Mrs.
Sanghamitra Chatterjee, Flute and tabla duo by Ms. Nathalie Ramirez and Jorge Ramiro Monrey.
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